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Advanced Mathematical Methods with Maple 2: Part 2 – A Comprehensive 
Guide

In the evolving landscape of computational mathematics, Maple 2 has emerged as a powerful ally for researchers,

engineers, and educators. Part two of this series dives deeper into the advanced mathematical techniques that

Maple 2 empowers users to tackle with ease. Whether you’re solving complex differential equations, performing

symbolic integrations, or exploring numerical optimization, this guide will walk you through the tools, strategies, and

best practices that make Maple 2 a standout choice for advanced mathematical work.

Why Maple 2 Stands Out in Advanced Computation

Maple 2 is more than just a symbolic engine; it’s a full-fledged environment that integrates a vast array of

mathematical libraries. Its strengths include:

•  Robust Symbolic Manipulation – From algebraic simplification to differential operator handling.

•  Extensive Numerical Solvers – High �precision algorithms for ODEs, PDEs, and optimization.

•  Interactive Graphics – Dynamic 2D/3D plotting that responds to parameter changes.

•  Customizability – User �defined procedures, package extensions, and integration with other software.

These capabilities make Maple 2 an ideal platform for the advanced methods covered in this article.

Advanced Mathematical Topics Covered in Maple 2

Maple 2’s breadth allows you to explore a range of advanced topics. Below is a quick snapshot of the methods we’ll

explore:

1.  Differential Equations (Ordinary & Partial)

2.  Linear Algebra and Matrix Analysis

3.  Advanced Calculus (Multivariable, Improper Integrals)

4.  Numerical Analysis (Root Finding, Interpolation)

5.  Optimization (Constrained, Unconstrained)

6.  Probability & Statistics (Distribution Theory, Hypothesis Testing)

7.  Symbolic Integration & Series Expansion

8.  Discrete Mathematics (Combinatorics, Graph Theory)

9.  Applications in Engineering & Physics

1. Differential Equations – From Theory to Solution

Maple 2 offers a powerful suite for solving both ordinary differential equations (ODEs) and partial differential

equations (PDEs). The dsolve command is a cornerstone, capable of handling linear, nonlinear, homogeneous, and

non �homogeneous equations.

Example: Solving a second �order linear ODE with variable coefficients.

eq := diff(y(x), x$2) + (1/x)*diff(y(x), x) + y(x) = 0;

sol := dsolve(eq, y(x));



Maple automatically identifies the solution type, applies appropriate transformations, and presents the general

solution. For PDEs, the pdsolve command leverages separation of variables and integral transforms.

Key Tips:

•  Use assume statements to impose conditions (e.g., assume(x &gt; 0)) for domain restrictions.

•  Explore the odeint function for numeric integration when analytic solutions are elusive.

•  Leverage the desolve command for systems of linear ODEs.

2. Linear Algebra – Beyond Basic Matrix Operations

Maple 2’s linear algebra package supports symbolic matrix manipulation, eigenvalue problems, and linear systems

with symbolic parameters. The LinearAlgebra module offers functions like Eigenvalues, Eigenvectors, and Inverse.

Example: Computing eigenvalues of a parametric matrix.

with(LinearAlgebra):

A := Matrix([[a, b], [c, d]]);

Eigenvalues(A);

For large sparse matrices, Maple 2 provides efficient algorithms such as the Lanczos method. Additionally, the

solve function can handle systems of linear equations symbolically, returning general solutions that include

arbitrary constants for under �determined systems.

3. Advanced Calculus – Multivariable Integration & Improper Integrals

Maple 2 excels at handling multivariable integrals, including iterated, polar, cylindrical, and spherical coordinates.

The int function automatically chooses the best integration technique based on the integrand’s structure.

Example: Computing a triple integral in spherical coordinates.

int(int(int(r^2*sin(theta), r=0, 1), theta=0, Pi), phi=0, 2*Pi);

Improper integrals are managed via the limit and improperint functions, ensuring convergence checks and

providing analytic continuation when necessary.

4. Numerical Analysis – Precision and Performance

When symbolic solutions are infeasible, Maple 2’s numerical routines come to the rescue. Functions like fsolve for

root finding, interpolate for spline construction, and quad for numerical integration are built on high �quality

algorithms.

Example: Solving a nonlinear equation numerically.

fsolve(x^3 - 2*x + 1 = 0, x = -2..2);

For high �precision work, use the Digits variable to set the desired precision before calling numerical functions.

5. Optimization – Constrained & Unconstrained



Maple 2’s Optimization` package provides tools for both unconstrained and constrained optimization problems. The

fminimax and fmincon functions support nonlinear objective functions with inequality and equality constraints.

Example: Minimizing a function under a linear constraint.

fmincon( f = x^2 + y^2, constraints = [x + y = 1] );

Maple also offers symbolic gradient and Hessian computation, enabling analytical verification of optimality

conditions.

6. Probability & Statistics – From Distributions to Bayesian Inference

Maple 2’s statistical capabilities include built �in probability distributions, moment calculations, and hypothesis

testing. The Statistics` package offers functions for maximum likelihood estimation and Bayesian analysis.

Example: Computing the probability density function of a normal distribution.

pdf(normal(0,1), x);

For multivariate statistics, Maple 2 can handle covariance matrices, multivariate normal distributions, and principal

component analysis.

7. Symbolic Integration & Series Expansion

Beyond basic integrals, Maple 2 can perform complex symbolic integrations involving special functions (Bessel,

Legendre, etc.) and series expansions with respect to a variable or parameter. The series function supports Taylor,

Laurent, and asymptotic expansions.

Example: Expanding a function around a point.

series(exp(x^2), x = 0, 5);

8. Discrete Mathematics – Combinatorics & Graph Theory

Maple 2 provides tools for combinatorial enumeration, generating functions, and graph algorithms. The

Combinatorics` package offers functions like permute, combination, and graph for constructing and analyzing

networks.

Example: Counting the number of ways to distribute indistinguishable balls into distinguishable boxes.

combinations(n, k);

9. Applications in Engineering & Physics

Maple 2’s advanced methods are directly applicable to real �world engineering problems. In control theory, the

Control` package facilitates system modeling, transfer function analysis, and stability checks. In fluid dynamics,

Maple 2 can solve Navier–Stokes equations symbolically for simplified geometries.

Example: Designing a PID controller.



pid := PIDController(kp, ki, kd);

In physics, Maple 2 helps with symbolic manipulation of quantum mechanics operators, solving Schrödinger’s

equation for various potentials, and exploring relativistic dynamics.

Practical Tips for Mastering Advanced Methods in Maple 2

•  Leverage Documentation – Maple’s built �in help system is exhaustive. Use ?function_name to access detailed 

usage.

•  Use Packages Wisely – Load only the necessary packages to keep the workspace uncluttered.

•  Keep Code Modular – Define reusable procedures for repetitive tasks.

•  Validate Results – Cross �check symbolic results with numerical approximations.

•  Optimize Performance – For large symbolic expressions, use simplify and collect strategically.

•  Document Your Workflow – Annotate code with comments to aid future revisions.

Learning Path for Advanced Users

Embarking on advanced mathematical methods with Maple 2 requires a structured approach. Here’s a suggested

progression:

1.  Foundation – Master basic syntax, data types, and simple algebraic manipulations.

2.  Intermediate – Learn differential equations, linear algebra, and basic numerical methods.

3.  Advanced – Dive into symbolic integration, optimization, and specialized packages.

4.  Expert – Apply Maple 2 to domain �specific problems, develop custom packages, and contribute to the 

community.

Resources & Further Reading

•  Maple 2 Official Documentation – Comprehensive reference for all functions.

•  “Advanced Mathematical Methods for Engineers” – A textbook that aligns closely with Maple 2’s capabilities.

•  Online Forums – Communities like Stack Overflow and Maple Forum for peer support.

•  Webinars & Tutorials – Many universities offer free sessions on advanced Maple applications.

Conclusion

Advanced mathematical methods with Maple 2 unlock a world of possibilities for researchers, educators, and

practitioners. Its blend of symbolic power, numerical robustness, and graphical insight makes it an indispensable

tool for tackling complex problems across mathematics, physics, engineering, and beyond. By mastering the

techniques outlined above—ranging from differential equations and linear algebra to optimization and probability—

you’ll be well �positioned to leverage Maple 2’s full potential in your academic or professional endeavors.

Whether you’re solving a challenging PDE, optimizing a multi �parameter system, or exploring the depths of

combinatorial theory, Maple 2’s advanced methods provide the precision, flexibility, and depth required for

cutting �edge research and innovation.
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