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Introduction

Agatha Christie is a name that resonates with mystery lovers worldwide. Whether you're a seasoned detective fan

or a nhewcomer eager to dive into her intricate plots, having a clear reading order can transform your experience.

With dozens of novels, dozens of short story collections, and two beloved recurring detectives—Hercule Poirot and
Miss Marple—plus the charming duo Tommy and Tuppence, the sheer volume can feel overwhelming. This guide

provides a comprehensive, naturally flowing reading order and checklist that covers every Christie book, short story

series, and even the elusive “book 19.” By following this roadmap, you'll navigate Christie’s literary world with

confidence, uncovering the evolution of her characters and the subtle shifts in her storytelling style.

Why a Reading Order Matters

Christie’s works were written over six decades, and her characters matured alongside her own life experiences.
Reading them in the order they were published or in a thoughtfully curated sequence allows you to:

e Observe character development: Notice how Poirot’'s deductive methods sharpen or how Miss Marple’s
intuition grows.

» Appreciate thematic evolution: See how Christie’s treatment of crime, gender, and society shifts over time.

* Reduce spoilers: Avoid plot twists that may be revealed in later books.

¢ Enjoy a logical narrative flow: Experience the continuity of recurring plot elements and recurring characters.

Whether you prefer chronological or publication order, having a checklist keeps you organized and ensures you

don’t miss any of Christie’s gems.

Overview of Christie’s Works

Agatha Christie’s oeuvre is divided into several distinct categories:

¢ Hercule Poirot novels &amp; short stories — The world’s most famous Belgian detective.

¢ Miss Marple novels &amp; short stories — A perceptive spinster from the English countryside.

* Tommy &amp; Tuppence novels &amp; short stories — Two young detectives navigating the interwar period.

e Other novels — Stand alone works such as “The Secret of the Old Clock” and “The Big Four.”

« Non fiction &amp; biographies — Including “The Murder of the Century” and “Agatha Christie: A Life.”
Below, we’ll detail a recommended reading order for each series, followed by a complete checklist that covers every
Christie book, short story collection, and “book 19.”

Hercule Poirot Series

Publication Order (Novels &amp; Short Story Collections)

Starting with Christie’s first Poirot work, the following list presents the novels and short story collections in the order



they were released. This sequence mirrors Christie’s own creative journey.

=

The Mysterious Affair at Styles (1920)

The Murder on the Links (1923)

Poirot Investigates (Short Stories, 1924)

The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926)

The Big Four (1927)

The Mystery of the Blue Train (1928)

The Seven Dials Mystery (1929)

The Murder at the Vicarage (1930)

The Sittaford Mystery (1931)

. The Love Detective (1931)

. Poirot's Early Cases (Short Stories, 1955)

. The ABC Murders (1936)

. The Secret of the Old Clock (1930) — (Note: Not a Poirot story but part of Christie’s early works.)
. The Murder of the Boy (Short Stories, 1932)

. The Mystery of the Blue Train (1930) — (Re edition)
. Death on the Nile (1937)

. The Murder of Roger Ackroyd (Re edition)

. The Mystery of the Blue Train (Re edition)
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