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Art Easel Plans Free: A Comprehensive Guide to Building Your Own 
Creative Workspace

Whether you’re a budding painter, a seasoned illustrator, or simply someone who loves to experiment with mixed

media, having a reliable easel can transform the way you work. Commercial easels can be costly, and the design

options are limited. That’s where free art easel plans come in handy. With a few simple tools and a bit of patience,

you can craft a sturdy, adjustable easel that suits your style and budget.

This article walks you through everything you need to know about art easel plans free: from choosing the right

type of easel to selecting materials, from step �by �step construction to customizing your finished product. By the end,

you’ll be ready to build an easel that will last for years and inspire your creative projects.

Why Build Your Own Easel?

Building an easel from scratch offers several benefits:

•  Cost savings – Most free plans use common, inexpensive materials.

•  Customization – Adjust dimensions, angles, and aesthetics to fit your workspace.

•  Learning experience – You’ll gain woodworking skills that can be applied to other projects.

•  Environmental friendliness – Reuse reclaimed wood or sustainably sourced lumber.

In addition, a handmade easel can become a conversation piece and a testament to your dedication to the arts.

Types of Easels: Which One Fits Your Needs?

When exploring free plans, it’s essential to identify the type of easel that best matches your artistic practice.

1. Studio Easel (Standing)

Designed for larger canvases, this easel stands on its own and offers a stable platform. It’s ideal for oil painters,

acrylic enthusiasts, and large �scale works.

2. Tabletop Easel

Compact and portable, the tabletop easel sits on a desk or table. It’s perfect for sketching, watercolor, and small

studies.

3. Tripod Easel

Featuring three legs, this easel provides excellent stability and can be used on uneven surfaces. It’s a favorite

among plein �air painters.

4. Drafting Easel

Optimized for drawing and drafting, this easel typically has a flat, adjustable surface and can hold reference

materials.

When you choose a plan, keep your preferred medium and workspace in mind. Free plans are available for each

type, so you can find a design that suits your needs.



Materials You’ll Need

Below is a general list of materials that most free easel plans call for. Adjust quantities based on the easel size you

select.

•  2 �4 pieces of 2” x 2” lumber for the vertical frame

•  2 pieces of 2” x 4” lumber for horizontal supports

•  1 sheet of 3/4” plywood or MDF for the canvas surface

•  Wood screws (1.5”–2”)

•  Wood glue

•  Sandpaper (120–220 grit)

•  Wood finish (stain, polyurethane, or oil)

•  Optional: metal brackets or casters for added stability

Many free plans recommend using reclaimed wood, which not only reduces cost but also adds character to your

easel.

Step �by �Step Construction: Building a Basic Standing Easel

Below is a straightforward guide based on a popular free plan. Feel free to tweak the measurements to fit your

canvas size.

Step 1: Cutting the Lumber

1.  Measure and cut the 2” x 2” lumber into four equal pieces for the vertical legs.

2.  Cut the 2” x 4” lumber into two pieces: one for the top crossbar and one for the base support.

3.  If you’re using a plywood top, cut it to the desired canvas width and height.

Step 2: Assembling the Frame

1.  Attach the vertical legs to the base support using wood screws and glue, ensuring the frame is square.

2.  Attach the top crossbar to the top of the vertical legs, again using screws and glue for added strength.

3.  Insert the plywood or MDF panel into the top crossbar, securing it with screws at the corners.

Step 3: Adding Stability Features

1.  Attach metal brackets to the bottom of each vertical leg for extra support.

2.  If you want mobility, affix casters to the base support.

3.  For a more adjustable angle, consider adding a simple hinge mechanism between the top crossbar and the 

vertical legs.

Step 4: Finishing Touches

1.  Sand all surfaces until smooth.

2.  Apply a wood finish of your choice to protect the frame and enhance its appearance.

3.  Let the finish dry completely before using the easel.

With these steps completed, your standing easel is ready for use. Experiment with the angle of the canvas surface

by adjusting the top crossbar to find the most comfortable working position.

Free Plans for Different Easel Types

Below are links to a few reputable sources offering art easel plans freefor various designs. While each plan may

have slight differences, the core principles remain consistent.



•  Standing Easel – Download PDF

•  Tabletop Easel – Download PDF

•  Tripod Easel – Download PDF

•  Drafting Easel – Download PDF

Most plans include detailed diagrams, measurements, and a list of required tools. Take the time to review each

before you begin building.

Customizing Your Easel

Once you have a basic easel, you can personalize it to better suit your workflow.

1. Adjustable Angle

Install a small hinge or pivot at the top crossbar so you can tilt the canvas. This feature is especially useful for

portrait works or when you need a slightly inclined surface.

2. Storage Solutions

Attach a small shelf or tray beneath the canvas surface to hold brushes, pencils, or reference photos. This keeps

your supplies within arm’s reach.

3. Lighting Mount

Add a clip or bracket to hold a desk lamp or LED light. Proper lighting reduces eye strain and improves color

accuracy.

4. Aesthetic Enhancements

Paint or stain the easel in a color that complements your studio décor. You can also add decorative trim or a custom

logo if you’re planning to sell your artwork.

Safety and Durability Tips

Building a sturdy easel is essential for both safety and longevity. Follow these guidelines to ensure your easel

stands the test of time.

•  Use quality screws – Choose screws that are long enough to secure the joints firmly. Avoid using nails, which 

can loosen over time.

•  Apply wood glue – Glue adds an extra layer of strength to each joint.

•  Reinforce corners – Add metal brackets at the frame corners for additional stability.

•  Test before use – Gently load the easel with a canvas to check for wobbling. Tighten any loose screws if 

necessary.

•  Finish properly – A good seal protects the wood from moisture and reduces the risk of splintering.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Even with a free plan, beginners can fall into pitfalls. Keep these in mind to avoid costly errors.

1.  Neglecting the base – A weak base can cause the easel to tip. Ensure the bottom is wide enough and 

consider adding casters with brakes.

2.  Inaccurate measurements – Double �check all dimensions before cutting. A small misstep can result in an 

unbalanced frame.

3.  Skipping the finish – Untreated wood is prone to damage. Apply a protective finish to extend the easel’s life.



4.  Overlooking weight limits – Large canvases can be heavy. Verify that your design can support the intended 

canvas weight.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. Can I use my own reclaimed wood for the easel?

Absolutely! Reclaimed wood not only reduces cost but also adds character. Just make sure the wood is dry, free of

rot, and structurally sound.

2. How long does it take to build an easel from a free plan?

Depending on your skill level and the complexity of the design, it can take anywhere from 2 to 6 hours. Allow extra

time for drying and finishing.

3. Do I need any special tools?

Most plans require basic woodworking tools: a saw, drill, screwdriver, measuring tape, and sandpaper. If you’re

comfortable, a miter saw or jigsaw can speed up cutting.

4. Can I add wheels to my easel?

Yes, many free plans include optional casters. Just ensure they lock or have brakes to keep the easel stationary

when in
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