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Introduction

When engineers design, fabricate, or inspect pressure vessels, the governing authority is the ASME Boiler and 

Pressure Vessel Code (BPVC). Among its many sections, Section /VIII is the cornerstone for pressure vessel 

design and construction. The 2013 edition of this section introduced significant updates that reflect modern 

materials, advanced manufacturing techniques, and enhanced safety requirements. This article delves deep into 

the ASME BPVC Section /VIII 2013 set 2013, exploring its three-volume structure, the distinct divisions within the

section, and why the 2013 edition remains a critical resource for professionals worldwide.

Understanding the ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code (BPVC) 
Section /VIII

What is Section /VIII?

Section VIII of the ASME BPVC, titled “Pressure Vessels,” provides the rules and standards for the design,

fabrication, inspection, and testing of vessels that contain liquids or gases under pressure. It is the most widely

referenced section for pressure vessel compliance in the United States and many international jurisdictions.

Historical Evolution of Section /VIII

Since its first edition in 1922, Section VIII has evolved through multiple revisions, each incorporating advances in

metallurgy, welding technology, and safety philosophy. The 2013 edition marks the latest comprehensive update,

replacing the 2010 edition and setting the stage for future enhancements.

2013 Edition Overview

The 2013 edition introduced refined design calculations, expanded material databases, and clearer guidance on

welding procedures. It also aligned more closely with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and

other global standards, ensuring that vessels built under this code are compatible with international practices.

Three-Volume Set: Volume /1, 2, and 3

The ASME BPVC Section /VIII 2013 set 2013is published in three volumes, each addressing a specific aspect of

pressure vessel compliance. Together, they form a complete reference for designers, fabricators, inspectors, and

regulators.

Volume /1 – General Requirements

•  Scope and applicability of the code

•  Definitions and terminology

•  General design requirements for vessels of various sizes and pressures

•  Rules for determining allowable stresses and safety factors

•  Guidelines for corrosion allowance and material selection



Volume /2 – Materials

•  Specifications for steels, nonferrous metals, and composites

•  Heat treatment procedures and testing methods

•  Material qualification and traceability requirements

•  Guidelines for using advanced alloys and specialty materials

Volume /3 – Design, Fabrication, Inspection, and Testing

•  Detailed design equations and load calculations

•  Welding procedures, inspection, and quality control

•  Non-destructive testing (NDT) methods and acceptance criteria

•  Certification and documentation requirements for manufacturers and inspectors

Divisions within Section /VIII

Section VIII is subdivided into three divisions, each tailored to specific vessel configurations and operating

conditions.

Division /1 – Pressure Vessels

Division 1 covers standard pressure vessels up to 10 000 psi and 10 000 lb per square inch. It is the most common

division for industrial boilers, tanks, and reactors. The 2013 edition includes updated stress calculations and

expanded material options.

Division /2 – Large Diameter Pressure Vessels

Division 2 addresses vessels with diameters larger than 36 inches. It provides specific rules for handling the

additional stresses that arise in large-diameter designs, such as hoop stress and longitudinal stress considerations.

Division /3 – Large Diameter Vessels for High Temperature

Division /3 is dedicated to vessels operating at temperatures above 1 /500 /°F (815 /°C) or with complex geometry. The 

2013 edition refines the design methodology for these high-temperature applications, ensuring safety and reliability.

Why the 2013 Edition Matters

Updated Design Criteria

The 2013 edition introduced revised allowable stress tables, updated fracture toughness requirements, and refined

buckling calculations. These changes provide designers with more accurate tools, reducing the need for

conservative safety factors.

Safety Enhancements

Safety remains the primary focus of the BPVC. The 2013 edition includes stricter requirements for weld

inspections, NDT coverage, and documentation. It also clarifies the responsibilities of inspectors and

manufacturers, leading to higher confidence in vessel integrity.

Compatibility with Modern Materials

Advances in metallurgy have produced high-strength alloys and composites that were not covered in earlier

editions. The 2013 set includes comprehensive material data and qualification procedures for these modern

materials, enabling designers to take full advantage of new technologies.

Acquiring the 2013 ASME BPVC Section /VIII Set



Official ASME Publications

ASME publishes the ASME BPVC Section /VIII 2013 set 2013through its official website and authorized

distributors. Purchasing directly from ASME ensures you receive the most up-to-date version, complete with all

amendments and errata.

Authorized Resellers and Distributors

•  Engineering book stores and technical libraries

•  Online platforms specializing in industrial standards

•  Local ASME chapter representatives

When buying from third parties, verify that the set is the official 2013 edition and not a reprint or an older version.

Digital vs. Print Formats

Both digital (PDF) and print formats are available. Digital copies offer instant access and search functionality, while

print volumes provide a tactile reference for field inspections and on-site design work.

Using the Code in Practice

Design Engineers

Engineers rely on Volume 3 for the equations that determine wall thickness, pressure ratings, and safety margins.

The 2013 edition’s clear step-by-step procedures reduce ambiguity and help avoid costly design errors.

Fabricators and Welders

Fabrication teams consult Volume 2 for material specifications and Volume 3 for welding procedure specifications

(WPS) and qualification requirements. The 2013 set’s expanded NDT guidelines streamline inspection workflows.

Inspectors and Certification Bodies

Inspectors use the code to verify compliance during fabrication, testing, and commissioning. The 2013 edition’s

updated inspection checklists and documentation standards provide a robust framework for certification.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Interpretation of Complex Sections

Section VIII can be dense, especially when dealing with high-temperature or large-diameter vessels. Engaging in

training courses, workshops, or consulting with experienced professionals can clarify ambiguous language.

Keeping Updated with Amendments

The BPVC is periodically amended. Subscribers to ASME’s Bulletin Service receive updates on new amendments,

ensuring that users of the 2013 set remain compliant.

Training and Continuing Education

Many professional societies offer courses on ASME BPVC compliance. Completing these courses not only

enhances competency but also provides a record of ongoing education for licensing purposes.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

What is the difference between Division /1 and Division /2?

Division /1 applies to standard pressure vessels up to 10 /000 /psi and 10 /000 /lb/in², while Division /2 addresses vessels 



with diameters greater than 36 /inches, requiring specific design and fabrication rules for large-diameter geometries.

Is the 2013 edition still valid?

Yes. The 2013 edition remains the current standard until the next major revision is released. However, users must

stay informed about any interim amendments or clarifications issued by ASME.

How often is the BPVC updated?

ASME typically releases a new edition of the BPVC every five to seven years, with interim amendments addressing

specific issues or clarifications as needed.

Conclusion

The ASME BPVC Section /VIII 2013 set 2013is more than a set of rules; it is a living document that encapsulates

decades of engineering experience, safety research, and technological innovation. By mastering its three-volume

structure and the distinct divisions, professionals can design pressure vessels that are not only compliant but also

efficient, economical, and safe. Whether you are a designer, fabricator, inspector, or regulator, investing time
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