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Discover the Audi S5 Convertible Manual Transmission: A Blend of Power, 
Style, and Driving Pleasure

When the wind rushes through your hair, the sun kisses your face, and the roar of a high �performance engine fills 

the air, you’re experiencing the quintessential joy of open �top driving. Few cars deliver this sensation as effortlessly 

as the Audi S5 convertible, especially when paired with a manual transmission. This article delves into why the S5

Cabriolet with a stick shift is a dream for enthusiasts, exploring its performance, design, technology, and practical

considerations. Whether you’re a seasoned Audi fan or a newcomer curious about the manual experience, read on

to uncover everything you need to know about the Audi S5 convertible manual transmission.

1. The Audi S5 Convertible: A Brief Overview

The Audi S5, part of the S5 family that includes coupe and sportback variants, has long been celebrated for its

blend of everyday usability and exhilarating performance. The convertible version, often referred to as the S5

Cabriolet, brings the same dynamic driving characteristics to an open �roof format, making it a standout in the luxury

sports car segment. Launched in 2014 as a 2015 model, the S5 Cabriolet has received multiple updates, the latest

being the 2023 refresh that introduced a new powertrain and modernized interior features.

Key highlights of the S5 Convertible include:

•  All �wheel drive (quattro) for superior traction.

•  High �quality, retractable hardtop that folds in seconds.

•  Premium materials and a driver �focused cockpit.

•  Advanced safety and driver �assist technologies.

These attributes set the stage for why the S5 Convertible, especially when coupled with a manual gearbox, offers

an unparalleled driving experience.

2. Why a Manual Transmission Makes a Difference

Modern Audi models typically ship with dual �clutch automatic gearboxes or torque �converter automatics. However,

the S5 Convertible manual option remains a rare gem for those who crave a more engaging connection with the

road. Here’s why the manual transmission elevates the S5 experience:

•  Driver Engagement: Shifting gears manually gives you a tactile sense of the car’s power delivery, fostering a 

deeper bond between driver and machine.

•  Control Over Power: A stick shift allows you to choose the exact moment to downshift, maximizing 

acceleration or preserving fuel efficiency.

•  Mechanical Simplicity: Fewer electronic components can translate to fewer points of failure and easier 

maintenance.

•  Collectibility: Manual S5s are rarer, making them more desirable among collectors and enthusiasts.

While the automatic variants excel in everyday convenience, the manual version rewards those who appreciate the

art of shifting.



3. Performance Metrics That Matter

The heart of the Audi S5 Convertible is its 3.0 �liter twin �turbo V6 engine, which produces a robust 362 horsepower

and 369 lb �ft of torque. Combined with Audi’s quattro all �wheel drive, the car accelerates from 0 to 60 mph in just 4.9

seconds. The manual gearbox, typically a six �speed, further refines the power curve by allowing the driver to exploit

the engine’s torque band more precisely.

Key performance figures include:

1.  Top Speed: 155 mph (electronically limited).

2.  0–60 mph: 4.9 seconds.

3.  Quarter �mile: 13.2 seconds at 104 mph.

4.  Fuel Economy (combined): 22 mpg (manual).

These numbers place the S5 Convertible in a competitive position against rivals such as the BMW 4 �Series

Convertible and the Mercedes �C63 AMG Cabriolet, all while offering a more engaging manual experience.

4. The Driving Experience: Feel the Road Under Your Fingers

Driving an Audi S5 Convertible manual is an exercise in precision and anticipation. The steering feels firm yet

supple, thanks to a well �tuned power �steering system that provides adequate feedback. When you step on the

accelerator, the twin turbos spool up quickly, delivering a punchy response that’s especially noticeable during

spirited drives.

The manual gearbox’s gear ratios are carefully chosen to keep the engine within its optimal power band.

Downshifting at the right moment—say, during a sharp corner—provides a surge of torque that can help maintain

speed without over-revving. This level of control is a distinct advantage over automatic transmissions, where the

system may not always shift at the most exhilarating moments.

On winding roads, the manual S5 shines. The driver can anticipate each twist, selecting gears that match the

curvature, thus preserving momentum and reducing the need for braking. This active engagement transforms a

simple drive into a dynamic experience.

5. Interior Comfort and Design

Inside the Audi S5 Convertible, luxury meets sportiness. Premium leather upholstery, aluminum trim, and a

minimalist yet functional layout create an atmosphere that feels both sophisticated and approachable. The steering

wheel is available in standard or sport variants, each offering adjustable paddles that allow you to shift gears

without removing your hands from the wheel.

Key interior highlights include:

•  Adaptive Cruise Control: Maintains a set speed and distance automatically.

•  Virtual Cockpit: A high �resolution digital instrument cluster that can be customized to display navigation, 

performance data, or media.

•  Premium Sound System: Audi’s MMI infotainment platform supports Apple CarPlay, Android Auto, and a 

high �end audio system.

•  Climate Control: Dual �zone automatic climate control ensures comfort for all occupants.

Even with the manual gearbox, the cabin feels uncluttered. The gear lever’s design is ergonomic, and the shift knob

is crafted to fit comfortably in the driver’s hand, ensuring smooth transitions between gears.



6. Technology and Features: Modern Conveniences

Despite its focus on driving purity, the Audi S5 Convertible does not compromise on technology. The MMI

infotainment system is intuitive, featuring a central touchscreen that supports navigation, media, and vehicle

settings. A voice �activated system allows you to control many functions without taking your eyes off the road.

Additional tech features include:

•  Lane �Keeping Assist: Helps keep the vehicle centered in its lane.

•  Blind �Spot Monitoring: Alerts you to vehicles in adjacent lanes.

•  Parking Assistance: Rear �view camera with parking sensors.

•  Adaptive Lighting: LED headlights that adjust intensity based on driving conditions.

These technologies complement the manual transmission, ensuring that safety and convenience are never

compromised for the sake of driving engagement.

7. Maintenance and Reliability: What to Expect

Manual transmissions are generally considered more straightforward to maintain than their automatic counterparts.

The S5 Convertible manual’s gearbox is built to handle high torque, but routine care remains essential:

•  Change the transmission fluid every 60,000 miles (or as recommended by Audi).

•  Inspect the clutch system annually; replace if you notice slipping or unusual noise.

•  Keep the engine under 10,000 miles for the first 12 months to allow the components to break in properly.

•  Use high �quality motor oil and ensure the engine is always running within the optimal temperature range.

Reliability statistics for the S5 Convertible show a high mean time between failures (MTBF), with most owners

reporting minimal issues beyond normal wear and tear. The manual gearbox’s simplicity often translates into fewer

electronic glitches compared to dual �clutch automatics.

8. Market and Pricing: How the Manual S5 Stacks Up

As of the 2023 model year, the Audi S5 Convertible manual begins at around $63,000 (MSRP). This price point is

competitive within the luxury sports convertible segment. While the manual variant is typically more expensive than

the automatic due to its rarity, the cost difference is justified by the driving experience it offers.

Resale values for manual S5s tend to hold better over time, especially among enthusiasts who value the manual

experience. However, demand can fluctuate based on market trends and the introduction of new models. If you’re

looking to purchase a used manual S5, it’s advisable to look for a well �documented service history and a vehicle

that has been driven in a controlled environment.

9. Comparing the Audi S5 Convertible Manual with Competitors

In the luxury sports convertible arena, several models vie for supremacy. Here’s a quick comparison of the Audi S5

Convertible manual with its closest rivals:



Feature Audi S5 Convertible 
(Manual)

BMW 4 �Series Convertible 
(Manual)

Mercedes �C63 AMG 
Cabriolet (Manual)

Engine 3.0 �L V6 Twin �Turbo 3.0 �L V6 Twin �Turbo 5.5 �L V8

Power 362 hp 335 hp 503 hp

0–60 mph 4.9 s 5.2 s 3.9 s

Top Speed 155 mph 155 mph 190 mph

Transmission 6 �speed Manual 6 �speed Manual 6 �speed Manual

Price (MSRP) $63,000 $57,000 $75,000

While the Mercedes �C63 delivers more raw power, the Audi S5’s balance of performance, luxury, and manual

engagement makes it an attractive choice for drivers who value both style and driver involvement.

10. Buying Guide: How to Choose the Right Audi S5 Convertible Manual

Purchasing an Audi S5 Convertible manual involves several considerations beyond the price tag. Here’s a

step �by �step guide to help you make an informed decision:
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