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Introduction

Indonesia’s dynamic economy is built on a diverse array of enterprises ranging from small family farms to large 

multinational corporations. To understand, monitor, and foster this economic landscape, the badan pusat statistik 

klasifikasi baku lapangan usaha—commonly known as the Standard Classification of Economic Activities (SBE)

—serves as the backbone of statistical analysis and policy formulation. This article delves into the history, structure,

and practical applications of the SBE, explaining why it is indispensable for businesses, researchers, and

government agencies alike.

1. The Role of Badan Pusat Statistik (BPS)

1.1 Mission and Mandate

Badan Pusat Statistik (BPS) is Indonesia’s national statistical agency. Its core mission is to produce reliable, timely,

and comprehensive statistical data that inform public policy, private sector decisions, and academic research. BPS

operates under the supervision of the Ministry of Statistics and Informatics, ensuring that all data collection

adheres to international standards.

1.2 Key Functions

•  Designing and implementing nationwide surveys.

•  Maintaining national accounts and economic indicators.

•  Providing statistical data to public and private stakeholders.

•  Coordinating with international statistical organizations.

2. Understanding Klasifikasi Baku Lapangan Usaha (SBE)

2.1 What Is SBE?

The badan pusat statistik klasifikasi baku lapangan usahais Indonesia’s official framework for categorizing all

economic activities. It aligns with the International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC) but is adapted to the

country’s unique economic structure. SBE facilitates consistent data collection, reporting, and comparison across

regions and time periods.

2.2 Purpose of the Classification

1.  Data Standardization: Ensures uniformity in how enterprises are reported.

2.  Policy Formulation: Provides a basis for sector-specific policies and incentives.

3.  Economic Analysis: Enables accurate measurement of sectoral contributions to GDP.

4.  Business Planning: Helps firms benchmark performance against sector averages.

3. Historical Evolution of the SBE

3.1 Early Beginnings

Indonesia first adopted a classification system in the 1970s, mirroring the ISIC structure. As the economy evolved,

the need for a more granular framework became apparent.



3.2 Major Revisions

•  1991 Revision: Introduced new sectors for information technology and services.

•  2007 Update: Added subsectors for e-commerce and digital media.

•  2019 Revision: Reorganized the classification to reflect the growth of the digital economy and renewable 

energy.

3.3 Current Version

The latest SBE version, released in 2023, consists of five hierarchical levels, each providing increasingly detailed

information about economic activities. This structure allows for both broad sectoral analysis and fine-grained

industry studies.

4. Structure of the SBE

4.1 Hierarchical Levels

1.  Level 1 – Main Sectors: Broad categories such as Agriculture, Industry, and Services.

2.  Level 2 – Sub-Sectors: More specific divisions like Mining, Manufacturing, and Healthcare.

3.  Level 3 – Sections: Detailed groupings such as Food Manufacturing or Construction.

4.  Level 4 – Groups: Even finer distinctions, e.g., Bakery Production.

5.  Level 5 – Classes: The most specific classification, e.g., Bakery Production of Bread.

4.2 Example: The Manufacturing Sector

•  Level 1: Industry (Sector 2)

•  Level 2: Manufacturing (Sub-Sector 21)

•  Level 3: Food Production (Section 221)

•  Level 4: Bakery Production (Group 2211)

•  Level 5: Bread Production (Class 22111)

5. How SBE Fuels Economic Analysis

5.1 National Accounts

BPS uses SBE to compile the National Income and Product Accounts (NIP), which detail the contribution of each

sector to Indonesia’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP). This data is crucial for assessing economic health and

growth trends.

5.2 Regional Development

By applying SBE at the provincial and district levels, policymakers can identify regional strengths and weaknesses,

tailoring development initiatives to local economic realities.

5.3 Investment Decisions

Investors rely on sectoral performance data, derived from SBE classifications, to gauge market potential and risk.

6. Data Collection and Reporting Using SBE

6.1 Survey Design

BPS conducts surveys such as the Business Register Survey (BRS) and the Enterprise Survey, which ask firms to

classify their primary activities according to SBE codes. This standardization ensures comparability across surveys.

6.2 Reporting Requirements



Companies are required to report their SBE codes when filing taxes, applying for licenses, and submitting annual

reports. This mandatory reporting enhances data accuracy and transparency.

6.3 Data Dissemination

Results are published through BPS’s online portal, data kiosks, and printed reports. Users can filter data by SBE

level, region, and time period.

7. Impact on Business Planning and Policy

7.1 Strategic Planning

Businesses use SBE data to benchmark performance, identify emerging sectors, and forecast demand trends.

7.2 Policy Incentives

The Indonesian government offers tax incentives and subsidies based on SBE classifications, encouraging growth

in priority sectors like renewable energy and digital services.

7.3 Workforce Development

Educational institutions align curricula with SBE-defined industry needs, ensuring a skilled workforce that matches

market demands.

8. Case Studies

8.1 Digital Economy Boom

After the 2019 SBE revision, the e-commerce sector (SBE Class 6312) saw a 35% growth in registered enterprises.

Policymakers introduced digital infrastructure grants, further accelerating this trend.

8.2 Agricultural Modernization

Using SBE data, the Ministry of Agriculture identified low productivity in the rice sector (SBE Section 011). Targeted

subsidies and training programs were rolled out, increasing yields by 12% over five years.

9. Comparison with International Classification Systems

9.1 ISIC Alignment

Indonesia’s SBE is largely compatible with the International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC). This alignment

facilitates cross-country comparisons and international research.

9.2 NAICS Correlation

For businesses engaged in international trade, mapping SBE codes to the North American Industry Classification

System (NAICS) helps in understanding global market segments.

10. Accessing SBE Data

10.1 BPS Online Portal

Visit www.bps.go.id to download datasets, browse interactive dashboards, and explore SBE codes.

10.2 Data APIs

BPS offers RESTful APIs that allow developers to integrate SBE data into applications and dashboards.

10.3 Data Kiosks



Physical kiosks located in major cities provide printed reports and assistance for users unfamiliar with digital

platforms.

11. Tips for Businesses to Align with SBE

1.  Identify Primary Activity: Determine the main product or service your enterprise offers.

2.  Locate the Correct Code: Use the SBE code lookup tool on the BPS website.

3.  Update Records: Ensure all official documents reflect the accurate SBE classification.

4.  Leverage Data: Analyze sectoral trends to inform marketing and expansion strategies.

5.  Stay Informed: Monitor upcoming SBE revisions to anticipate classification changes.

12. Challenges and Future Developments

12.1 Rapid Technological Change

Emerging industries such as artificial intelligence and blockchain pose classification challenges, requiring frequent

updates to the SBE framework.

12.2 Data Quality

Ensuring consistent and accurate self-reporting by enterprises remains a challenge, especially among informal

sector firms.

12.3 Digital Transformation

Integrating SBE data with big data analytics and machine learning will enhance predictive modeling and real-time

economic monitoring.

Conclusion

The badan pusat statistik klasifikasi baku lapangan usahais more than a bureaucratic tool; it is the structural

foundation that supports Indonesia’s economic planning, research, and growth. By providing a standardized lens

through which all economic activities can be measured, SBE enables policymakers to craft targeted interventions,

businesses to benchmark and strategize, and researchers to conduct robust analyses. As Indonesia’s economy

continues to evolve—driven by digital innovation, sustainability initiatives, and global integration—the SBE will play

an even more pivotal role in shaping a resilient and inclusive economic future.
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